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This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



SI Box No. I 

□ Box No. II 
^ Box No. 1)1 

□ Box No. IV 
^ Box No. V 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

nooit^Ku^^^^^^^ 43b&,1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international applicatbn 
□ Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 
FURTHER ACTION 



□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 



3. 



wrtttln'^n'il^inn o?lr"f^^^ examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 

written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority riPEA") However this does not annlv wh«rc» 
he applican chooses an Authority other than this one to^be the IPEA and the cho^^^^^ 
Sfnof b^^^^ ^"'^ ^^•'"''^^^ ^P'"'^"^ International Searching VuS^^^^^^^^^ 

iuhmiM^rilT I pp P^oy'^ed above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA. the applicant is invited to 
mnnThV^^^^ f ^^'^^^.T^P'y/^g^ther where appropriate, with amendments, before the expirat on of th%e 
whiSveTexS^^^^ ""^''"^ PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from^he priority date. 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 

For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). mum 

to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filingyfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/brlable relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies Is Identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the apoiication as filed as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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applicability °^ opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an Inventive steo (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 
SI claims Nos. 14 

because: ^ 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 



ISI 



uic ;»<iiu iMiemaiionai appiicauon, or tne said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

the description, claims or drawings (Indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos 1 4 are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

see separate sheet 

could be form inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 

□ no international search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 

° n ^S®A^^® ^^^J ^T'"^ sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
u of the Administrative Instructions in that: 



□ 



□ 



the written form 



□ has not been furnished 



□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

the tables related to the nucleotide andA)r amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only do 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions! 



□ See separate sheet for further details 
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kiduSri J«r,St»!??r* «*?tement under Rule 43Ws.l (a)(1) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes; 


Claims 


1-13 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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X1!?«M Ax?^TJPLT^^^ international application No. 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 

AUTHORITY (S EPARATE SHEETS PCT /GRPnnfi/nnzi«i^ 

Re Item III. 

With reference to rule 6.2 (a) PCT and Guidelines page 38 para. 5.10, claim 14 can not, in 
respect of the technical features of the invention, rely on references to the description or 
drawings. 



Re item V. 



1 



Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : US 2002/1 1 3043 A1 (COOK GORDON JAMES ET AL) 22 August 2002 (2002- 
08-22) 

2 Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses a frame over which woven wire mesh is to be stretched from which the 
subject-matter of claim 1 differs in that: 

- the edge regions of the frame are reinforced internally by metal box-section 
members joined at their four corners and defining a perimeter reinforcement and; 

- the ends of the wires are secured to the box-section members. 

Document D1 , discloses also a framework for reinforcing a frame over which 
woven wire mesh is to be stretched from which the subject-matter of claim 1 0 
differs in that: 

- the ends of the wires are secured to a rectilinear bounding sub-frame of metal 
box-section members joined at their four corners. 

2.1 The subject-nriatter of claims 1 and 10 is therefore novel (Article 33(2) PCT) 

The problem to be solved by the present Invention may be regarded as to provide an 
improved form of relatively light-weight frame construction which is sufficiently rigid as 
not to whip excessively in use and can span larger screening areas than the 
previously produced wire reinforced GRP frame screens. 

■ 

2.2 The solution to this problem proposed in claims 1 and 1 0 of the present application is 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 1) (EPO-Januaiy 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET] 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2005/0048 1 4 



considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following 

No hint can be found in the available prior art that would have led the skilled man to 
modify the framework and as consequence the frame as disclosed in document D1 
towards a framework and frame of the present invention. 

2.3 Claims 2-9.1 2. 1 3 and 1 1 are respectively dependent on claim 1 and claim 1 0 and as 

such also meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive 

Step. 
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□ Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 
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□ 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

^' thS^/nr^S^ ^^1"'°" ^^^^ established on the basis of the international application in 

the language in which it was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language Into the following 
(under ?fules 12 3 and 23 f(b))"^^^ ^ translation furnished for the purposes of international search 

^* l£pfilQ«rl'l^^^^^ and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 

necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of fiHngyfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

« 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and^r table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies IS Identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed as 
appropriate, were furnished. * 

4. Additional comments: 
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applicabilR^ Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 

13 claims Nos. 14 

because: 



□ 



SI 



the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos 14 are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



see separate sheet 

° clould be formed ^'^'"^^ inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 

□ no international search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 

□ nucleotide and^sr amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 



the written form 



□ has not been furnished 



□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

the tables related to the nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only do 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions! 



□ See separate sheet for further details 
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inHn2rfV.Y»«.S^.^rf*' s*?*?""©"* "'I««er Rule 43dfe.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 




No: 


Claims 
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Re Item III. 

With reference to rule 6.2 (a) PCT and Guidelines page 38 para. 5.10, claim 14 can not, i 
respect of the technical features of the invention, rely on references to the description or 
drawings. 



Re Item V. 



1 



Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : US 2002/1 1 3043 A1 (COOK GORDON JAMES ET AL) 22 August 2002 (2002- 
08-22) 

Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses a frame over which woven wire mesh is to be stretched from which the 
subject-matter of claim 1 differs in that: 

- the edge regions of the frame are reinforced internally by metal box-section 
members joined at their four corners and defining a perimeter reinforcement and; 

- the ends of the wires are secured to the box-section members. 

Document D1 , discloses also a framework for reinforcing a frame over which 
woven wire mesh is to be stretched from which the subject-matter of claim 1 0 
differs in that: 

- the ends of the wires are secured to a rectilinear bounding sub-frame of metal 
box-section members joined at their four corners. 



2.1 The subject-matter of claims 1 and 10 is therefore novel (Article 33(2) PCT) 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as to provide an 
improved form of relatively light-weight frame construction which is sufficiently rigid as 
not to whip excessively in use and can span larger screening areas than the 
previously produced wire reinforced GRP frame screens. 

2.2 The solution to this problem proposed in claims 1 and 1 0 of the present application is 
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considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) POT) for the following 

No hint can be found in the available prior art that would have led the skilled man to 
modify the framework and as consequence the frame as disclosed in document D1 
towards a framework and frame of the present invention. 

2.3 Claims 2-9.12.13 and 1 1 are respectively dependent on claim 1 and claim 10 and as 

such also meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive 
Step. 
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